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Second World War fighter pilot Eric Carter is one of only four surviving members of a secret
mission, code-named 'Force Benedict'. Sanctioned by Winston Churchill in 1941 Force Benedict
was dispatched to defend Murmansk, the USSR's only port not under Nazi occupation. If
Murmansk fell, Soviet resistance against the Nazis would be hard to sustain and Hitler would be
able to turn all his forces on Britain...Force Benedict was under the command of New Zealand-
born RAF Wing Commander Henry Neville Gynes Ramsbottom-Isherwood, who led two
squadrons of Hurricane fighters, pilots and ground crew which were shipped to Russia in total
secrecy on the first ever Arctic Convoy. They were told to defend Murmansk against the
Germans 'at all costs'.'We all reckoned the government thought we'd never survive' - but Eric
Carter did, and was threatened with Court Martial if he talked about where he'd been or what
he'd done. Now he reveals his experiences of seventy years ago in the hell on earth that was
Murmansk, the largest city north of the Arctic Circle. It will also include previously unseen photos
and documents, as well as exploring - for the first time - other intriguing aspects of Force
Benedict.

A gripping tale about the British airmen who helped to turn the tide against the Nazis on the
Eastern Front.―Daily Express --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the
AuthorFollowing Eric Carter's role in the defence of Murmansk, he also saw service defending
the skies over England and, towards the end of the war, in India and Burma fighting against the
Japanese. After World War II, Eric forged a successful career in electrical engineering and
continued to fly as a private pilot.Most recently, he was awarded the Arctic Star following a long-
fought campaign for a medal to recognise those who risked their lives in the Arctic during World
War II.Antony Loveless is an author and journalist specialising in aviation and defence matters.
He was Bureau Chief in Baghdad for the London Press Service during the second Iraq war and
since then has worked on RAF projects in the UK and Afghanistan. His previous books include
SWEATING THE METAL and THE RAF TYPHOON MANUAL. He lives in Belfast.--This text
refers to the paperback edition.
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fightingagainst the Japanese. After World War II, Eric forged asuccessful career in electrical
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following along-fought campaign for a medal to recognise those whorisked their lives in the
Arctic during World War II. Antony Loveless is an author and journalist specialising inaviation
and defence matters. He was Bureau Chief inBaghdad for the London Press Service during the
secondIraq war and since then has worked on RAF projects in theUK and Afghanistan. His
previous books includeSWEATING THE METAL and THE RAF TYPHOONMANUAL. He lives in
Belfast.

Force Benedict Churchill’s Secret Mission to Save Stalin Eric Carter with Antony Loveless    

First published in Great Britain in 2014 by Hodder & StoughtonAn Hachette UK
company Copyright © Eric Carter 2014 Maps © Rodney Paull The right of Eric Carter to be
identified as the Author of the Workhas been asserted by him in accordance with the
Copyright,Designs and Patents Act 1988. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced,stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by anymeans without the
prior written permission of the publisher, nor beotherwise circulated in any form of binding or
cover other than thatin which it is published and without a similar condition beingimposed on the
subsequent purchaser. A CIP catalogue record for this title is available from the British
Library  Hodder & Stoughton Ltd338 Euston RoadLondon NW1 3BH 

To the band of brothers that comprised 151 Wing of the Royal Air Force; all those who exist now
only in memory, and the ever-smaller group who survive still.

It is of the Air Force I’m going to sing,Not of their exploits but a different thing,Of 81 Squadron
and 151 Wing,And 134 Squadron to finish the string.They’re bound for a place the name I don’t
know,From what I have heard it is covered in snow,They’ll keep the flag flying I bet you’ll
agree,Where the Northlands of Russia jut out to the sea. Taken from Fourteen Letters, the diary
of Polish war artist Feliks Topolski
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ForewordI first met Eric Carter at a fund-raising dinner in the spring of 2013 at the RAF Club. At
first, the eleven-year-old boy inside me was very excited to know I was sitting next to a Spitfire
pilot from the Second World War but, to be honest, the evening was a surreal and humbling
experience. Eric kept asking why he had been chosen to be seated with us ‘nice people’, leaving
my friends and me to look at each other and our guest of honour in bafflement. This, for me, is
typical of the man, and so many of that generation. What we see as extraordinary sacrifice for
the freedom of Europe and the world, they see as simply their duty.We are only two generations
from that time, and many of my friends had grandparents who served in the war. I was brought
up with the classic boys’-own tales of Douglas Bader and Guy Gibson, and I was addicted to the
Airfix models of the Spitfire, Hurricane and Messerschmitt 109.As you get older, you realise the
true sacrifice that that generation gave and how war was anything but an adventure. The
bloodshed, fear and loss that they experienced must have been horrific, and you can
understand why so many of them never wanted to talk about their experiences. Instead they
wanted to put it all behind them, and live a life in peace.With this in mind, and as the evening
wore on, I had to resist the temptation to pepper Eric with questions about his time in the war.
Sure, he was candid and honest about Force Benedict, but he did make a point of saying that he
didn’t really want to talk about it too much, as it brought back sad memories. Simply put, he
missed the friends he’d left behind.The keynote speaker that night was Geoffrey Wellum, DFC,
who wrote the book First Light, which is seen by most as the definitive account of being a Spitfire
pilot in the Battle of Britain. As he spoke you could have heard a pin drop. Later, I asked Eric
whether he had ever thought of putting down his experiences in writing. He said that he had, but
didn’t think anyone would be that interested in what he had done . . . cue more baffled looks from
me. I told my publisher about him the very next day.Eric was part of something that was truly a
turning point in history. In 1941 Stalin was desperate for help to stop the Germans conquering
the Soviet Union and asked Churchill for assistance. If Murmansk fell to the Nazis, the Russians
would have no port to bring in essential supplies, so Force Benedict was hastily put together and
dispatched to defend that city ‘at all costs’. Eric told me that, as the mission neared its end, he
and his RAF companions became convinced that they’d been abandoned. They thought Force
Benedict was a suicide mission. Among many fascinating things the research for this book has
revealed is that Churchill – in spite of all the other things he had to deal with in the autumn of
1941 – had a personal interest in the mission and was very keen to know what was going on and
how Eric and his fellow fighters were going to be repatriated.The more I’ve learned about Force
Benedict, the more I admire the men who were part of it. There are so many amazing things
about Force Benedict. They could easily have been torpedoed on the way there. The Luftwaffe
could have bombed the planes on the ground before they’d been assembled. The Germans
could have captured the airfield. They could have been torpedoed on the voyage back to Britain.
All in all, it was a miracle they survived.I’m very pleased to have played a small part in getting the
story of Force Benedict to a wider audience through this book, because it’s a story that certainly
deserves to be told. Many of the top-secret documents that were discovered in the research for



this book were released only in the past few years – so now the truth can be revealed at
last.When I first met Eric, he had a glint in his eye that made me think he’d tell a good story, plus
the notion of someone that can still fly a Spitfire at ninety-three is extraordinary. As you read this
book you’ll see how men like Eric and his comrades made Force Benedict a triumph of skill and
guts over logic and strategy. I believe it’s vital we document that generation’s experiences, and
salute their sacrifice. If they had not done what they did, we’d be living in a very different country
now.When I left Eric that night, I went for a walk to digest my dinner, and my meeting with this
extraordinary man. I found myself by the Bomber Command memorial in Green Park. I know Eric
was (is) a fighter pilot, but it was the same war, the same sacrifice, the same horror. As the years
go by it’s so important to preserve these first-hand memories. Please God, our children, and our
children’s children, will never have to endure what Eric and his generation did. But they should
know, learn and be grateful for the sacrifice that was made by so many for so much. Dermot
O’Leary

Author’s NoteFollowing Dermot’s chance encounter with Eric Carter, I travelled up to meet Eric
on a sunny afternoon in May 2013. Over an enjoyable lunch at a pub near his house in the
Worcestershire village of Chaddesley Corbett, Eric recounted his tale as I listened intently. The
story he told heralded the start of what has proved a fascinating journey for me, a journey that in
August 2013 saw me spending time with Eric, before driving around the southern half of England
to meet with two other UK-based survivors. Along with Eric, Tim Elkington and Peter Knapton
had been members of 151 Wing in a secret RAF mission to Russia in the Second World War.I
sat with Tim at his delightful Cotswold family home in the picturesque village of Little Rissington
on one of the summer’s hottest days. I listened as he talked at length about his memories as one
of ‘The Few’ flying in the Battle of Britain, and then his recollections of that secret mission to
save Stalin over seventy years ago. He showed me his beautifully bound logbook, which
recorded the flights he’d made, each flight telling its own story.The following day, I headed into
central London to meet with Peter, another pilot from that mission who’d led a fascinating life
even after the war, which saw him return to Russia as Assistant Air Attaché, and then join MI5 on
his retirement from the RAF. England was taking on Australia in the fifth Ashes Test at the Oval
when I met Peter at his nearby apartment in Camberwell, and I was touched to discover he’d
gone to the trouble of making lunch, which we shared with a bottle of wine. I listened intently as
he told me his story and showed me some of the mementoes of his truly fascinating career.All
three men are now well into their tenth decade of life, and while their bones may be weary, their
minds were pin-sharp in bringing to life the story of the time they spent in Russia dogfighting the
Luftwaffe.I then spent three days being generously hosted as the guest of retired RAF Air
Commodore Phil Wilkinson and his wife Angie. Phil had first met the survivors of 151 Wing in
1993 when he coordinated their first return visit to Russia in his role as Defence Attaché at the
British Embassy in Moscow. He has been involved with them ever since.Just as vital as the time I
spent with Phil, and the three surviving pilots left in the UK, was the time I spent at the National



Archives, and in the Sound and Vision department of the Imperial War Museum. The official
records of the mission held at the National Archives have been key in filling in the gaps. We are
unquestionably lucky here in the UK that such a generous resource exists. It’s difficult to convey
how it feels to find a single paper in a file that brings additional colour, or confirms something
you’ve suspected but couldn’t prove. And finding within the then Chief of the Air Staff’s personal
file on the mission a private memo, written and signed by Winston Churchill himself – holding
that was like holding history itself in my hand. That memo – and the other documents I found –
helped to shine a light on what follows. Antony Loveless, Belfast, March 2014
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Porky, “A long overdue aerial look at Russia.. An excellent very readable book. I served with the
same Squadron, only later. Well written and a new view of Russian British relationships.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Excellent work on a very unknown part of history.. Excellent work on a very
unknown part of history.”

KOMET, “A REMARKABLE STORY ABOUT A LITTLE KNOWN ANGLO-SOVIET
COLLABORATIVE ENDEAVOR DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. This remarkable book
about a little known collaborative endeavor during the Second World War between Great Britain
and the Soviet Union --- in which the former nation dispatched a wing of Hurricane fighters to
assist the Soviets in defending the key northern port of Murmansk against a possible seizure by
the Germans in 1941 --- was the result of a collective effort by surviving veterans of 'Force
Benedict' (e.g. Eric Carter) and Antony Loveless to bring this story before a wider
audience.Between August 1941 (when a hastily assembled Royal Air Force [RAF] unit departed
Britain for the Soviet Union in the strictest secrecy on the express orders of Winston Churchill
himself) and December 1941, 151 Wing took part in combat actions against the Germans in the
far north above the Arctic Circle and also trained Soviet fighter pilots to fly Hurricane fighters and
support personnel in maintaining a fighter wing in the field. Churchill's reason for sending 151
Wing to the Soviet Union in the first place was to help Stalin stay afloat in his struggle against
Hitler. At the time --- summer 1941 --- it seemed very likely that the Soviet Union was on the
point of collapse. So much material and soldiers had already been lost, and the Germans had
penetrated deep into Soviet territory, put Leningrad under siege and was nearing Moscow. The
only port remaining to Stalin that had access to the West was Murmansk. What's more:
Murmansk was the only port that maintained a warm water passage year round. Thus keeping
the Soviet Union in the war was vital to Britain's long-term prospects for survival (and victory)
against Nazi Germany.The book contains several diary entries from members of 151 Wing
which give the reader a palpable sense of immediacy as to what it was really like to live and fight
in the Soviet Union during the summer and fall of 1941. There are also several photos of 151
Wing and their Soviet compatriots. All members of 151 Wing, upon return to Britain, were
enjoined by the government not to talk about their experiences in the Soviet Union. Otherwise,
they would face a court-martial. Indeed, the story of 'Force Benedict' (the code name for the
operation) was suppressed by both Britain and the Soviet Union/Russia until 1994. So, for any
reader who enjoys reading a story of succeeding against heavy odds, "Force Benedict" is a
winner.”

Burton Seajay, “First Rate. A comprehensive book on the little known RAF expeditionary force to
northern Russia shortly after the Nazi invasion in the spring\summer of 1941. Two squadrons of
Hurricane fighters were shipped over in July 1941, and for the summer were flown by RAF pilots



before being handed over to Soviet airmen. Based on archives and personal accounts, the
author has put together a seamless journal of that time, which I found totally absorbing and very
'human' - compulsive to the end.”

Tim Lewin, “excellent book. an excellent book that comprehensively tells the story of the very
first effort to support the Soviet Union after the Nazi invasion. I had the privilege of meeting
several times some of the surviving veterans and helping arrange the reunion of 2016 in
Archangelsk. Very well worth reading, well written and detailed.”

MR R MEALOR, “Force Benedict. What a fabulous book I enjoyed it immensely. I have read
many true accounts of the 2nd world war and this is up there with the best of them. I never new
we had sent men and machines to Russia what those brave men endured getting there, living,
fighting and returning from there is unimaginable. I can not praise the bravery of the young men
enough from all branches of our armed services who fought in the two world wars and any
others since let us never never forget them. I am a 51 year old man who cringes at the thought of
what I could have been born into if Germany had won the war. I will be forever great full to our
armed services and any others who aided us in our hour of need.  Robert Mealor.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Battle for Murmansk. Having served in Merchant Navy for more years than
I like to admit and having sailed through Northern waters and experienced Russian winters on
Modern tonnage brings home some of what these guys had to endure on the vessel's of the day.
I good account of their time in Russia which I enjoyed reading but I don't think as powerful as for
example Geoffrey Wellum's First light. Should appeal to anyone interested in the Airforce's
exploits during WWII.Read on Kindle where pictures were not as graphic as may be in a hard
copy.”

Mary Macdonald, “Very readable history. This was an amazing read. Very readable, not dry or
heavy going. I would recommend it to everyone. It's a valuable recounting of history, important to
know.”

The book by Rubén Darío has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 57 people have provided feedback.
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